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BY  THE  SENATE, 

January  15th,  1867. 
Read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations, 

REPORT 


OF  THE 


SELECT    COMMITTEE, 


TO  WHOM  WAS  REFEREED  THE  MEMORIAL  OF 


JOHISr  DE  Li^  Oi^MP, 


RELATING  TO    THE    MAPS    AND    SURVEY    OF    THE    BOUNDARY    LINE 

BETWEEN 


MARYLAND  AND  VIRGINIA. 


ANNAPOLIS: 

HENRY  A.  LUCAS,  Printer. 
186t. 


REP  OET 


The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Memorial 
of  John  de  la  Camp,  Civil  Engineer,  relating  to  the  Maps 
and  Survey  of  the  boundary  line  between  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia, beg  to  report . 

Having  maturely  considered  the  Memorial,  the  several  Acts 
of  the  Greneral  Assembly,  relating  thereto,  and  examined  the 
^laps  authorized  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  States  of  Mary- 
land and  Virginia,  viz:  Thos.  J.  Lee  and  Angus.  W.  Mc- 
Donald, Esqrs.;  as  also  the  estimated  cost  of  the  completion  of 
paid  Maps,  and  as  also  that  of  one  general  Map,  embracing 
the  whole  survey  of  both  lines,  believe  the  granting  of  the 
prayer  of  the  Memorialist  will  prove  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance to  the  interests  of  the  State,  and  therefore  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following  order. 

Respectfully  submitted : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  have 
leave  to  report  a  Bill  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,000.00, 
say  two  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  John  de  la  Camp, 
Civil  Engineer,  as  compensation  for  the  execution  of  the  Maps 
herein  referred  to. 


MEMOKIAL. 


Hon.  D.  C  Bruce ^ 

House   of  Delegates  of  Maryland  : 

In  1852,  '56,  '58  and  '60,  the  Legislatures  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia  passed  joint  resolutions  toliavethetwopartsof  the 
boundary  that  had  not  been  fixed  before,  viz  :  the  line  on  the 
Eastern  Shore  and  the  western  line  of  Maryland,  run  and 
marked^  and  pledged  themselves  to  defray  the  expenses  incur- 
red, to  equal  parts. 

The  Commissioners  entrusted  with  the  matter,  Th.  J.  Lee, 
Esq.,  of  Maryland,  and  Angus.  W.  McDonald,  Esq.,  of  Vir- 
ginia, secured  Lieut.  N.  Michler,  Topographical  Engineer, 
for  the  superintendence  of  the  survey,  who,  aided  by  J.  de 
la  Camp,  C.  E.,  made  the  survey  of  the  part  on  the  Eastern 
Shore  in  the  fall  of  1858.  The  summer  of  1859  was  then 
occupied  with  the  commencement  of  the  survey  of  the  so- 
called  meridian  line,  the  western  line  of  Maryland,  about  38 
miles  in  length.  This  line  was  understood  to  run  from  the 
so-called  Fairfax  Stone,  a  mark  stone  put  at  the  very  source 
of  the  N.  Branch  of  the  Potomac,  in  a  true  north  line  to  the 
Pennsylvania  line,  and  authorization  had  been  given  by  the 
General  Assemblies  of  both.  States  to  run  and  mark  this  line, 
and  to  survey  an  area  of  reference  of  a  few  miles  in  width, 
on  both  sides  of  the  line.  During  that  summer,  tbe  line  was 
traced  over  tbe  tops  of  the  mountains  to  the  intersection  of 
the  Pennsylvania  line,  and  run  and  cut  through  tbe  woods 
in  a  distance  of  about  16  miles  from  the  southern  starting 
point.  Strong  square  wooden  posts  were  put  at  the  intersec- 
tion of  every  road,  and  8  cut  stone  monuments  were  put  at 
the  following  points  . 

1.  At  the  Fairfax  Stone. 

2.  On  the  summit  of  the  Backbone. 

3.  At  the  intersection  of  the  N.  W.  Va.  Turnpike. 

4.  On  Lauer  Hill. 

5.  At  the  intersection  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad. 

6.  On  Snaggy  Hill. 

7.  On  Tike's  Hill. 

8.  At  the  intersection  of  the  Pennsylvania  line. 

Whilst  Lieut.  Michler,  aided  by  L.  Daser,  determined,  by 
a  great  many  series  of  astronomical  observations,  the  direction 
of  the  line  on  the  ground,  the  second  part  of  the  agreement 


Vi  ^.weeii  the  two  States  was  complied  with  by  his  principal 
acisistant,  J.  de  la  Camp,  who,  during  that  season,  surveyed 
an  area  of  about  80  square  miles,  about  equally  divided 
betweeu  the  two  States,  along  both  sides  of  the  line  up  to  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad. 

In  the  course  of  that  summer,  however,  the  Commissioner 
of  Virginia  obtained  permission  to  go  to  England  the  follow- 
ing winter,  '50  and  '60,  in  order  to  hunt  for  some  stronger 
evidence  as  to  the  description  of  this  line. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  amount  appropiated  by  Maryland, 
and  an  equal  amount  paid  by  Virginia,  for  the  undertaking, 
proving  inadequate  for  the  completion  of  it,  were  exhausted 
in  the  course  of  the  winter  in  the  construction  of  the  maps, 
and  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  in  its  session  of  1860,  re- 
solved not  to  expend  any  more  money  on  this  line  before  hav- 
ing received  the  report  of  Mr.  McDonald,  who  did  not  return 
until  after  the  close  of  the  session. 

The  Legislature  of  Maryland,  in  its  session  of  1860,  appro- 
priated an  additional  amount  of  $10,000  for  the  completion 
of  the  tracing  of  the  line  and  the  survey  of  reference  in  a 
limited  extent,  at  least,  on  the  Maryland  side. 

In  that  winter,  Lieut.  Michler  was  ordered  away  by  the  U. 
S.  Government  to  take  charge  of  the  lighthouses  on  the  Pa- 
cific coast,  and  the  Commissioner  of  Maryland  entrusted  J. 
de  la  Camp  with  the  completion  of  the  surveys,  which  the 
latter  did,  during  that  season,  assisted  by  L.  Daser. 

The  map  of  the  survey,  drawn  by  J.  de  la  Camp,  contain- 
ing 8  large  Antiquarian  sheets^  on  the  scale  of  1-12000,  how- 
ever, could  not  be  finished,  as  the  amount  appropriated  was 
only  sufficient  to  put  the  sheets  into  the  condition  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  present  to  the  Honorable  Delegation  of  Al- 
legany and  Washington  counties,  this  morning.  They  were 
submitted  to  the  State  authorities  of  Maryland  in  the  fall  of  18  62 . 
It  is  very  likely  that  Maryland  would  have  passed  another 
appropriation  for  the  completion  of  the  maps,  had  not  the 
war,  in  the  meanwhile,  turned  the  energies  of  the  people  of 
Maryland  in  other  directions. 

I  have  to  add  that  the  maps,  in  their  present  state,  are  not 
fit  to  serve  as  reference  for  the  boundary  line,  so  that  the  con- 
siderable amount  expended  by  Maryland  for  the  deteimina- 
tion  of  this  line  has  been  disbursed  uselessly,  unless  the  small 
amount  estimated  is  added  to  finish  them. 

About  tlie  more  or  less  importance  of  Mr.  McDonald's  mis- 
sion to  England,  it  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to  express  any 
opinion. 

I  am,  most  respectfully, 

J.   DE  LA  CAMP, 

Late  Surveyor  in  charge  of  Md.  and  Va.  B'dy  Survey. 

Annapolis,  January  16th,  1867. 


My  estimate  for  finishing  the  maps  is  the  following  : 
2,080  square  inch,  of  Hill  Topography.  1-12,000  at 

15  cts  -        -         -        -      "^  -         -         -         -       $312  00 
4,600  square  inches  Bush,  Field  and  Swamp  Topo- 
graphy, at  15  cts         .         -         .         _ 
Lettering,  including   Titles,   &c.,    on    the  8  sheets 

General  Maps,  1-60,000 
Reduction  of  5,000  sq.  inch.  1-12,000  to  200  square 

inches,  1-60,000      - 

200  square  inch.  Topogr'y,  in.   1-60,000,  at  $2.50 
Lettering  on  General  Map,  includ'g  Title,  &c    -     - 

Total $2,000  00 

JOHN  DE  LA  CAMP, 
Late  Surveyor  in  charge  of  Md.  and  Va.  B'dy  Survey, 
Annapolis,  January  15th,  1867. 
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